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2023 (January through June): Report on Activities
We closed for 3 weeks in January and opened in February.

119 school children visited the museum in the first 6 months of 2023.

January: We were closed most of January for exhibition work. Behind-the-scenes volunteers worked throughout the month. Meetings were held 
with North Dorset Museum Association, South West Museums Development and Dorset Museums Association. Trustee and other meetings were 
carried out by ZOOM. The Archaeology Group continued to meet, and talks were held. The Garden Group also continued preparing the garden. 
We also welcomed the Mayor’s Civic Group to the museum for a tour and cake and coffee.

February: Our newly formed Environmental Group had its first meeting, with 12 attending. Archaeology Talks continued.

March: There were two museum lectures and one archaeology talk. We held a potable Antiquities Finds Day. We started monthly coffee mornings.

April: Talks continued as well as Museum Garden activities.

May: Guided Town Centre Heritage and Perimeter Walks started. We also added Clean Up Blandford Campaign and Blandford War on Waste to
our activities as they joined the museum and meet along with the Environmental Group. We participated in the Big Help Out and held a 
Coronation event. The Museum AGM was held at the end of May.

June:  from 10 June to 18 June, we participated in  the Great Big Green Week. We held a Green Fair at the Arches and talks on the oceans, green 
economy, and ways to improve the sustainability of our homes. There were Litter Pick-ups and a Town Perimeter Walk. We participated in 
Blandford Hidden Gardens, helping with advertising/selling tickets/ showing the museum garden. We held a Last Friday in the Garden at the end 
of the month.

During all these months, projects on the River Stour/Medieval Tapestry/1831 Riots/ and other projects have continued behind the scenes.



2023 (July through December): Report on Activities
45 children came to school visits were held at the museum in this period, which includes summer holidays.

July: Meetings were held with North Dorset Museum Association, South West Museums Development and Dorset Museums Association. These meetings 
continue through the year.  The Archaeology Group continued to meet and talks were held. The Last Friday in the Garden  Dinner was Mediterranean 
themed. . Coffee Mornings  that started in May, continued. Chris Stringer gave a talk in July that was well attended. Clean Up Blandford and Civic Walks 
continued. Family Archaeology Day was combined with the Portable Antiquities Finds day. Work continued on both Tapestry and 1831 Riots projects.

August: Continued as in July. The Last Friday Garden Dinners – Spanish food was the theme for August. Worked with the Mayor on his charity events: 
Jamie Jigsaw, Skatefest 2023

September: Continued as in August. Archaeology talk was held on The late hunter gatherers of the Upper Kennet Valley. Two Special Heritage Week 
(DAHW) walks were held. Clean Up Blandford was held. The Last Friday Dinner was Greek themed. Held the Unity Fest. Worked with the Mayor on his 
charity events: Civic Lunch, Wessex Folk Concert

October: Archaeology Group Lecture: Pot Dealers: the distribution of Verwood-type pottery and a museum talk : Medieval Women and how to Find 
Them. Mayor Events: Showcase of Talent

November: Archaeology Group Lecture: Bringing the Past to Life and a museum Friday talk: The Trafalgar Way. We held a Portable Antiquities Scheme 
Archaeological Finds Day and participated in the Blandford Yuletide Festival, which brought in over 200 visitors to the museum. Mayor Events: Salts Folk 
Concert

December: Sustainability Forum meets. Mayor Events: Craft Fair, Christmas Concert

During all these months, projects on the River Stour/Medieval Tapestry/1831 Riots/ and other projects have continued behind the scenes.



2024: Activity Plans
Our working group has set out a full plan of Museum Activities for the coming year. The calendar develops throughout the 
year and can be found at https://blandfordtownmuseum.org.uk/calendar/

• We are continuing the Last Friday events in the warm months in the Museum Garden. They are held from May through September. 
Our new winter talks are also continuing, with talks scheduled for January, February. March and April. 

• Our very successful coffee mornings are continuing– in the garden or museum as weather permits –starting in March.
• Archaeology  Group talks and Garden Group events are continuing.
• Civic Group continues its walks and will be holding some talks as well.
• Newly formed Museum Sustainability Forum will continue meetings and is holding environmental talks and events. The Green Fair at

the Arches has become an annual event and will be held 13 July 2024.
• Archaeology “Finds” Identification mornings are continuing and we are occasionally combing these with children’s activities.
• We are looking at holding Volunteer Coffee Mornings as stand alone events and/or with other museum events (art exhibitions. Etc)
• Grants have been applied for to improve access for the vision impaired (NHLF), Highlight Georgian scientist Richard Pulteney (Royal 

Society), and start a 3D photographic Group in partnership with the BFTC and Fashion Museum (DC project grant).
• Stour Valley History projects will continue, with big strides being made on the tapestry work. A Grant is being applied for to allow the 

exhibit to be easily transported and shown in local villages and Blandford venues (Arts Council)
• Working with students will continue, both through the DofE award scheme, Somerset Work Experience Partnership, and local school 

Work Experience students in the spring.
• Partnership with Blandford Environmental Trust will continue.
• School group visits have increased, and we want to boost this even more.

https://blandfordtownmuseum.org.uk/calendar/


GRANTS IN PROCESS:

DC Organisational Revenue Grant RECEIVED £30k OVER 3 YEARS (2023 through 2027)
DC Project Grant for 3D Photography RECEIVED £2800 
NHLF: QR code grant RECEIVED £25,020
Marc Fitch Fund grant RECEIVED £800

EDUCATION:

We have had 5 upper school students do their work experience with the museum. We have also 
had a Duke of Edinburgh Award student this year who finished the “volunteering” part of her 
award with us.

We have students from several upper schools and from local private schools. We also have about 
3-4 University students working with us every summer. 

Anyone interested in working with young people please let our Director know.



Visitor Numbers

Jan to 

June 2022

July to 

Dec 2022

Jan to 

June 2023

July to 

Dec 2023

events 1237 895 1374 1154

vistors to museum 1001 1803 1562 2522

Total for events + museum visitors 2238 2698 2936 3676

Yearly Total 4936 6612

2023 sum of volunteer hours 

for events

Director's hours 1,000

sum of volunteer hours for 

events (as above)

1,282

Front of House Volunteer hours 2,232

Back of House Volunteers 2,000

projects 796

Treasurer 104

Volunteer coordinator 250

Webmaster 100

Total volunteer hours (based on 

estimates)

7764

Volunteers:

These hours are often estimates 

and are almost certainly UNDER 

estimates.

Thank you to all our volunteer 

family!!



Moving Forward: 2023 Events 

https://blandfordtownmuseum.org.uk/calendar 



Some of the 2023 Summer, Autumn and Winter Events 

at Blandford Town Museum


